
01-02-15
Greetings...

The January18, 2015 tasting, Greek wines, will be presented by Pat Valas and Corynne Courpas at
Corynne’s home.  Please RSVP by Thursday January15. The wine hosts request that attendees keep the Greek
theme in mind when considering their food items , includingeasy things like hummus, olives, feta cheese,
purchased stuffed grape leaves, meatballs, tzatziki dip, etc. If you need more ideas contact the wine hosts
who have a few of the "entrée" type things covered and areworking on a source for authentic cheeses.

CCAWS met December 1, 2014 for our bubbly tasting. Nancy Priest, portfolio manager for Moet Hennesy provided an exceptionally
informativepresentationat thehome of Richard and Carmen Blosveren. This marked over 31 years that the Blosverens have hosted
this tasting.  This tasting has become one of the most anticipated events of the year.  This year did not disappoint.  The wines superb.
The food delectable.  The company enjoyable, AND the hosts outdid themselves again.  Thanks to all who make this such a special
event each year.

Bubbles
No. Wines Price Votes

Warm Up Chandon Etoile 29.99 3
1 Ruinart Blanc De Blanc 79.99 5
2 Moet Imperial 2006 77.99 7
3 Clicquot Blanc 2004 88.99 5
4 Ruinart Rose 89.99 13
5 Clicquot Rose 65.99 7
6 Krug Grande Cuvee 156.00 6

Ruinart Rose was also the favorite of the 2012 tasting

Wine Basket Winners
1. Jeff & JoyceRomans
2. Dean & Becky Wilson
3. Suzanne Nida
4. Carmen & Richard Blosveren
5. John & Ann Carr
6. JohnPardoe

AWSEF Scholarship News

CCAWS is sending donations totaling $1,300 to the American Wine Society Educational Fund (AWSEF) following the December
tasting.  CCAWS has been, and continues to be, one of the most active contributors to this fund. We have requested a balance from
Walt Rachele, the AWSEF Treasurer, towards completing our previous scholarship

The next CCAWS Scholarship will be awarded in honor of Carmen and Richard Blosveren.

Chapter News:
 The gavel has been passed.  Ron Riley has assumed the chairmanship of the group following the end of Ann Carr's term.
 New members- Be sure to welcomeChad & Susan Epler, andRoxanne and Pankaj Desai.
 It is that time of year again. 2015 annual dues are due. The cost is still only $10 per household to CCAWS (Carroll County

Chapter of the American Wine Society).
 Dues for your membership obligation to AWS (American Wine Society) is also due. Remember you must maintain

membership in AWS (the national parent organization) to remain a member of CCAWS. You can renew your national
membership via the websitewww.americanwinesociety.org or by calling 888-297-9070.

Note to winners.  You only get to keep the
contents, the baskets must be returned!
Congratulations



2015 Wine Tasting Schedule - Don't be shy - Incumbents, please confirm your tasting dates immediately.  If
you can't do it this year let us know and we'll start soliciting replacements.

Date House Wine Host Topic
Feb 15 Grillon Horrocks
March 15 Johnston Johnston Grenache

Annual Mtg 1:30 start
April 19 Breeding Breeding
May 17 Prevosto Slick
June 14 Riley National Tasting Project
July 19 Grillon ALL Picnic
Aug 16 Hampton Hampton
Sep 13 Haslauer Stewart
Sep 19-20 Ag Ctr MD Wine Festival
Oct 18 Carr Carr
Nov 15 Salder
Dec 13 Carr Landon Champagne
Confirmed



i
2/5/2015!

 Hi Everyone!
Something great for mid February to chase away the Winter Blues. It's the 
CCAWS  tasting  at  2PM Sunday  February  15th at  Jackie  and  George 
Grillon's.  This time  around  it  will  be the Wonderful World of  Bordeaux –
presented by Robert Horrocks – UK ex-pat who certainly  knows his Old and 
New Wine.  Please RSVP by Wednesday, February 11th 

Be sure to bring a dish for the table or dessert. If you happen to invite a guest, perhaps they
could bring a dish as well to keep all of us “foodies” happy!

Thanks so much to Corynne Courpas for hosting the January tasting with a great presentation
of Greek Wines by Pat Valas along with Corynne.- We not only sampled some fine wines but
also learned about Greek culture from these ladies who both have Greek heritage! And to top
it off was a bountiful table loaded with sumptuous Greek food.   

And  the Winners 
No. Wines Price Votes

White Spiropoulous Mantinia Moschofilero 2013 19.99
Red Thymiopoulous Uranos Xinomavro 2011 30.99

Chapter News

If you haven't done so as yet – remember it's time to renew your membership.  Annual 
CCAWS annual dues remain“bargain priced” at just $10 .  Also you must retain membership 
in the  American Wine Society, our parent organization. For information and to manage your 
AWS account go to their website  www.americanwinesociety.org or call toll free: 888-297 
9070. 

Other News:

- The March tasting and CCAWS Annual Meeting will be held Sunday March 15th at Jack and Emily Johnston's.  
At this writing the presentation wine has not been selected – Jack says it may be Tannet, a relatively new and 
upcoming wine.  The  Annual Meeting begins at 1:30 / Tasting at 2pm.
-Kudos, as always, to Dean Wilson for keeping our website lookin' good and up to date. Check www.CCAWS.net
for the 2015 Tasting Schedule and info.
-Member Wine Discount:
 College Square  and Cranberry Liquors in Westminster – Mainstreet Liquors in Hampstead and Northwest  Fine Wines on 140
Reisterstown – all offer discounts to CCAWS members on Wine purchases. You may have to show your AWS Membership card!!
-Serpent Ridge Vineyard is now also offering a 15 % discount to CCAWS members for wine sales. A tasting is $5.00 and you get to
keep the glass. http://www.serpentridge.com/

http://www.americanwinesociety.orgi/
http://www.serpentridge.com/
http://www.ccaws.net/


 

3/01/15 
 

Hi Everyone! 
Our next tasting will be held Sunday March 15th at Jack and Emily Johnston's North 
Carroll County homestead. They have selected and will present Tannat a grape which has 
roots in the EU, Latin American, and is a relatively recent newcomer to vineyards in 
Virginia. Sounds like another good one!  The 2pm tasting will be preceded by our 
annual business meeting which begins at 1:30 - and we'd like to encourage as many 

as possible to be there. Please call them by Wed. Mar 11 if you plan on attending. As always please bring a 
tasty dish, and/or dessert for the table – and if you are inviting a guest, bring a dish for them as well. Thanks!   
 
It was a blustery cold Sunday February 15th, but the intrepid CCAWS members made it to the cozy country 
home of George and Jackie Grillon, our hosts for a splendid afternoon of food and wine. Robert Horrocks  did 
a “spot-on” job of educating us on the wines on both the ‘Left and Right of the Gascone Gironde in Bordeaux’. 
Nan remarked that we were being very “politically correct”! Thanks to Robert, and also to Mike at College 
Square for the great selection, and to long time friend of CCAWS Alfonso Ventrice from LVDH distributors in 
Woodstock MD for supplying.   Hope to see you on the 15th!  
 

      BORDEAUX               
No. Wines Price  Votes 

warm-up Chateau tebiac Graves 2012                                             (Left Bank)   13.99  0 
1 Chateau de Lescours Grand Cru St Emillion 2010        (Right 

Bank) 
32.99  10 

2 Chateau Segonzac Cote De Blaye 2010                         (Right Bank) 19.99  4 
3 Chateau L'Enclos Pomerol  2006                       (Right Bank 

Winner)                                       
46.99  18 

4 Chateau LaLande Saint-Julien 2008                                 (Left Bank) 41.99  0 
5 Chateau Gaudin Pauillac 2009                                          (Left Bank) 41.99  8 
6 Chateau Monbrison Margaux 2019 OVERALL WINNER (Left Bank) 59.99  16 

  
Chapter News 
o As Emily explained at the last tasting, there seems to be undercurrent of conversation within 
powers that be to perhaps cancel the wine seminars at the annual Maryland Wine Festival – an event that has 
been spearheaded by CCAWS for years. She has asked us to brainstorm ideas on how we many retain the 
program and submit to her in advance of a yet to be scheduled meeting with the new director of the Farm 
Museum 
o Reminder that the AWS Membership due date was March 1st - 62 dollars to AWS at 
www.americanwinesociety.org or 888-297-9070. Membership in Carroll County Wine Society remains at $10 
per year. You have to maintain membership in AWS (our national parent organization) to remain a member of 
CCAWS.   
o Between Newsletters go to www.CCAWS.net for tasting scheds and other “stuff”. Cranberry 
Liquors, College Square, Northwest Liquors, and Main Street Liquors  all offer discounts to CCAWS members - Serpent Ridge 
Vineyard in season also offers a 15 % discount to CCAWS members for wine sales. A tasting is $5.00 and you get to keep the glass. 
http://www.serpentridge.com/  

 

 

www.americanwinesociety.org
www.CCAWS.net
http://www.serpentridge.com/


                                              April 2nd 2015
Hi Everyone...
Spring is underway–time to  shake off  our  Winter mode and  hopefully
move into some long anticipated mild weather. Our next tasting will be
Sunday  April  19th. House Hosts and Presenters will be  Joe and Lynn
Breeding. Their theme "Rose's et Rouges" featuring a variety of 
red wines containing Rose'. If you plan on attending call them by 

April 15th. The earlier, the better – Please bring an appitizer, tasty dish, or dessert to share.
  
The Carroll County (MD) chapter met on March 22nd at Jack and Emily Johnston's North 
County homestead.  Melting snow, mud and rain  caused us to change from the 15th, to 
avoid parking problems. It was worth the wait as Jack presented a nice selection of 
Tannat wines from France, where that varietal's family tree began, then South America 
and Virginia where the grape is just beginning to be grown and harvested. The warmup 
was a tasty pinkish Argentine Rose' and we ended with a unique French Tannat dessert 
wine – a Maydie 2008- which everyone seemed to especially enjoy. Thanks Jack! 

               
                                                  “TANNAT”
No. Wines         $Price        Votes

1 Warm-up/Crios Rose' of Malbec Argentina 2012      14   (not voted on)
2 Salton Classic 2013 Brazil                                   43           2  #4
3 Don David Reserve 2012 Argentina 16 13  #1
4       Pisano RFP 2013 Uruguay                                           20                0    #5          
4 Pisano Reserve 2013   Uruguay                  15   9  #2
5 Horton Cellars 2013 Virginia                                          25   3  #3
6 Maydie 2008 France                                                          29  (not voted on)

Chapter news:

Some bad news first: CCAWS' participation in the Maryland Wine Festival will not 
continue in 2015 according to a letter from Jack Lyburn Carroll County Director of 
Economic Development. According to Emily, who managed this endeavor so well over 
the years, “we are pulling the plug on Wine Ed Seminars/Wine Making/ Wine Judging 
Events.” Some members may want to volunteer to help exhibiting wineries that 
weekend.

Dean Wilson has set up the “Mobile Schedule – One Tab Button” app which gives easy 
access to chapter information on your mobile device. Go to www.ccaws.net then click on
the Mobile Schedule link, or just browse to www.ccaws.net/mobile.htm.

Walt Rachele, who is on the AWSEF (Scholarship Foundation) Board of Trustees 
www.awsef.org “ tells us that “for a single chapter CCAWS has collected enough to 
award 5 scholarships since 2004, with this year being the 6th. Thank you Becky Wilson 
for spearheading our annual basket fundraising program.

http://www.ccaws.net/mobile.htm
http://www.ccaws.net/
http://www.awsef.org/


Personalized AWS Membership cards are currently being mailed out. With AWS 
membership you get a 20% discount on copying and printing at FedEx Office and a 25%
discount on car rentals with AVIS. They also provide one million dollars in liability 
insurance to protect attendees at official chapter functions.  Check AWS for more 
information and discount numbers. Also keep you card handy to get your discounts at 
participating wine stores and wineries.  Reminder: Membership in AWS  (a non profit) is 
necessary in order to retain membership in CCAWS. Cost is $62 annually via website 
americanwinesociety.org or 888-297-9070.

Annual membership dues for CCAWS is only $10 and payable to John Landon our 
Treasurer “for life” – who is back  from the New England ski slopes with only minor 
damages.

www.CCAWS.net is  a  good  source for news and events. If you have any  suggestions,
links or news for the site contact webmaster Dean Wilson directly. 

Wine Discounts to Members at: Cranberry Liquors and College Square in Westminster,
Northwest Liquors on 140 North of Reisterstown and Main Street Liquors in Hampstead 

Serpent Ridge Vineyard also offers a 15 % discount to CCAWS members for wine sales.
A tasting is $5.00 and you get to keep the glass. http://www.serpentridge.com/ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

http://www.serpentridge.com/
http://www.ccaws.net/
http://www.americanwinesociety.org/


 
 

                                              May 2015 
Hi Everyone.. 
 
What a beautiful season underway – lots of long lasting colors – and a 
nice uptick in temperatures and for many, lots of yardwork! Coming up 
this month our May 17th get together will be hosted by Theresa and 
Steve Prevosto. The incomperable Nan Slick says she has “Some 
'Splainin' To Do” – Hmmm sounds a bit provocative.  She'll have Red, 

White and Pink  Wines with a tutorial talking about- section – method - and grapes - and 
a wine to match to match the subject. Wow!   If you plan on attenting please contact 
thethe Prevostos by Thursday May 14th – earlier the better. 
   
The CCAWS tasting  Sunday April 19th at  Breeding's played to a “packed audience” at 
their rustic country home. Lynn's super presentation and Joe's great research added up 
to an extremely interesting  wine exploration. Thanks to Mike at College Square for 
providing the Rose' types that we all enjoyed. We also met new member Eileen Sien, 
and  welcomed guests Steven Horrocks, Robert's brother, visiting from the UK and Jim 
and Maureen Bigley, friends of the Hamptons down from New Jersey. 
                                       
No. Wines                $Price        Votes 
1 Warm-up/Jean Charles Boisset Sparkling Rose' (France)      20              3 
2 Elk Cove Vineyards Pinot Noir Rose' 2014  (Oregon)            21            6                                                          
3 Elk Cove Vineyards Pinot Noir 2012  (Oregon)      30  3 
4       Muga Rioja Rose 2014  (Spain)                                          15            11                                                              
5 Winner Red - Muga Red Rio ja Reserva 2010 (Spain)   30         25 
6 Winner Rose' - Bellefleur de Hauate-Serre Malbec Brute                                                    
N/V Cahors (France)                                                                  64            23                                           
 7       Chateau Haute-Serre Malbec 2011 Cahors (France)            30            12 
 
CHAPTER NEWS: 
The AWS National Tasting Project  on Sunday June 14th.  This year's s wines as 
designated by AWS for all Chapters will be some exciting  Austro-Hungarian wines. Linda 
and I will be hosting and Nan will do the yakking! 
 
In the months to come the July 19th CCAWS Summer Cookout and/Pool Party will be 
held at Grillion's:  August 16th , the Hamptons, September 13th, the Haslauer's. October 
will be at the Hedges, featuring wine and parings and for the first time a multi-couple 
presentation with Chris & Tracy/Mike & Meggin. November 15th we'll be at the Sadlers. 
 
Ann and John Carr unfortunately are unavailable to house host this year due to family 
commitments, but we hope to see  then at some tastings!  The Annual Champagne 
Extravaganza vacated by Blosverens after many wonderful years, will be hosted this 
year on December 13th  by Coryne Corpus. Coryne's previous  January 2016 date is now 
open.  Anyone  interested in house hosting, please let me know! 
 



A reminder to everyone (I've been foregetting to include this)  that wearing colognes 
and perfumes to the tastings is discouraged as it interferes with the tasting and smelling 
the wines..etc. 
 
As mentioned last month, CCAWS' will not participate with in the Maryland Wine Festival 
this year. Members may want to volunteer to help our the wineries to get a free pass. 
 
AWS Membership cards have been mailed out. If you didn't receive yours you can also  
download a printable copy at their site. Reminder: Membership in AWS (a non profit) is 
necessary in order to retain membership in CCAWS. Cost is $62 annually via website 
americanwinesociety.org or 888-297-9070. Annual membership dues for CCAWS is only 
$10 per family. 
 
www.CCAWS.net is a good source for news and events. Dean Wilson has created a 
“Mobile Schedule - One Tab Button” app giving easy accesss to CCAWS info on your 
mobile device.  Click on Mobile Schedule link on the website.  
 
Members Wine Discounts at: Cranberry Liquors and College Square in Westminster, 
Northwest Liquors on 140 North of Reisterstown and Main Street Liquors in Hampstead  
Serpent Ridge Vineyard also offers a 15% discount to CCAWS members for wine sales. A 
tasting is $5.00 and you get to keep the glass. http://www.serpentridge.com/ 
 
  
 
 

www.CCAWS.net
http://www.serpentridge.com/


 
 

                                              June 2015 
Hi Everyone... 
 
Running a bit late getting this out as the earlier date of this month's 
tasting really snuck up. Coming up Sunday June 14th Linda and I will 
house host the AWS National Tasting Project. If we get a break in this 
rainy period we'll have it outdoors as the past. Nancy Slick will be 
presenting some delightful Austro-Hungarian wines that afternoon–

which is the national theme this month for all AWS Chapters Countrywide. If you plan on 
attending please call or email by Thu June 11th if possible – the earlier the better. As 
always, it would be great if you can bring along an appetizer/entreé or dessert to share. 
   
Despite the threat of rain, it turned out a delightful Spring day at Provosto's for our May 
tasting. Thanks Steve and Theresa for all the set up work – Nan for the innovative “wine 
chat” and Mike at College Square for helping secure wines that we all enjoyed. Sorry - I 
didn't get the actual vote count but here are the results: 
                                       
No. WE TASTED:                                      Retail $ Price        
1 Warm-up/la Petit Frog 2014 Picpoul de Pinet (France) 25(box)  
2 Deppisch Golf Rivaner Trocken 2013 (Germany) 16                                                            
3 Punkt Genau Slightly Sparkling Grüner Veltliner Trocken NV (Austria) 18                                               
4 Jean Perrier et Fils Vin de Savoie Blanc Abymes 2013 11                                                                                                       
5 Domaine Bellevue Touraine Rosé 2013 Cab Franc (France) 11 
6 WINNER WHITE: Franciscan Estate Napa Chard 2013 (CA) 18                                                       
7 WINNER RED: Zenato Valpolicella Ripasso 2011 Venato (Italy) 30             
 
CHAPTER NEWS:  
Bonnie Huber, President of the AWS Educational Foundation sent a note advising us that 
the $3500 from Carroll County CCAWS/G. J. H. Mowbray Scholarship in Honor of Richard 
& Carmen Blosveren, has been awarded to James Moss a student at Virginia Tech in 
Blacksburg. James is working on his MS focusing on research and development of the 
North American wine industry.  A big “thank you” for your generous support for this 
important on-gong project. Our next AWSEF effort will be the Wine Baskets/Auction 
culminating at the Champaign tasting in December. More later. 
 
July 19th is our annual Cookout and Pool Party for members, families and guests  with 
plenty of food and wine – always a blast.  Jackie and George Grillon will graciously open 
their home to CCAWS Summertime merry makers – (wow we may get to see LeRoy 
pitching championship horseshoes again!) - and in the months ahead:  August 16th, will 
be with the Hamptons, September 13th, Peter and Simone Haslauer's;  October 18th at 
the Hedges, (for the 1st time a multi-couple presentation with Chris & Tracy/Mike & 
Meggan featuring wine & food parings). The November 15th tasting will be at Sadler's.   
Rounding out 2015 our Holiday Champaign-Fest – but of course! - on December 13th in 
Westminster hosted  by Corynne Courpas with John Landon presenting.   
BTW: Anyone interested in house hosting the January 2016 tasting, please let us know! 
 



Since we are NOT participating in the Maryland Wine Festival this year it was suggested 
that some may to volunteer to help out the wineries to get a free pass. 
 
Membership in AWS (a non profit) is necessary in order to retain membership in CCAWS. 
Cost is $62 annually via website americanwinesociety.org or 888-297-9070. Annual 
membership dues for CCAWS remain at just $10 per family. 
 
CCAWS.net is our website for ongoing info – additionally, our intrepid Webmaster Dean 
Wilson has created a neat “Mobile Schedule-One Tab Button” app giving easy access to 
CCAWS info on your mobile device. Click on the Mobile Schedule link on the website.  
 
MEMBER WINE DISCOUNTS: College Square and Cranberry in Westminster, 
Northwest-140 North of Reisterstown, Main Street Liquors in Hampstead and 
just added: Susan, manager at Total Discount in Eldersburg  is now offering a 
discount for members. Have your AWS Membership card handy if asked for it. 
Serpent Ridge Vineyard also offers a discount to CCAWS members for wine 
sales. A tasting is $5.00 and you get to keep the glass. 
http://www.serpentridge.com/  

 

http://www.serpentridge.com/


 
 

                                              July 2015 
Hi Everyone.. 
 
Get ready for the annual CCAWS Cookout and Pool Party! It's a 
Summertime favorite when George and Jackie Grillon generously open 
their home, spacious yard and pool to members, their families and guests. 

Hamburgers and Hot Dogs are “on us”, all you need to do is bring a tasty side dish 
and/or dessert, some Wine to share, and of course a swimming suit if you plan on 
hitting the pool. Of course LeRoy has been practicing up and will again meet all 
horseshoe challengers!  
The date:  Sunday July 19th. Jackie requested that if possible please RSVP by email (just 
click RSVP HERE at www.ccaws.net).  Please respond by Wednesday July 14th – as usual 
“the sooner the better” as an accurate head count is important to purchasing the right 
amount of dogs and burgers, etc.  
 
Thanks to all who attended the June National Tasting Project at our home in Woodbine. 
It was a muggy Summer afternoon, but showers stayed away as members enjoyed 
Austrian and Hungarian wines suggested by the American Wine Society and “blind 
tasted” at all National chapters last month. Thank you Nan for presenting, and Mike of 
College Square for securing the wine. Our scores were sent to AWS to be totalled with 
other chapters - results will be revealed at the AWS Conference early November in Falls 
Church and then on the AWS Website. We mainly had high votes for the Blaufrankisch, 
the Grüner Veltliner and the Royal Tokaji.  Everyone enjoyed the Warmup as well.             
 
WE TASTED: 
                                                                                      $ Retail        
1 Warm-up/Cruzeiro Rosado Vinho Verde, NV (Not included in NTP) 11    (Portugal)  
2       Huber Hugo Grüner Veltliner 2014                                              13  (Austria)                         
3       Glatzer Blaufrankisch 2012                                                        18     (Austria)                                         
4       Huber Hugo Red Blend 2012                                                      13     (Austria)                                                                           
5 Egri Bikaver Bulls Blood 2012                                                     12    (Hungary) 
6       Eeszterbauer Sogor Kadarka 2013 (Not Available in Maryland)      15    (Hungary)               
7       Royal Tokaji 5 Puttonyos 2008  (500ml)     (awesome!)                58   (Hungary)            
 
COMING UP: 
August 16th  the Hamptons will present “Sensory Exploration of South African Wines  
September 13th, Peter and Simone Haslauer   
October 18th at Charles and Roxanne  Hedges,  
November 15th  Bill and Michelle  Sadler's.   
December 13th  Our Holiday Champaign-fest  hosted  by Corynne Courpas with John 
Landon presenting.   
BTW: Anyone interested in house hosting the January 2016 tasting, please let me know! 
 
Maryland Wine Festival Sept 19th -20th.  Although CCAWS is not directly participating this 
year you can get a free pass by volunteering with one of the exhibiting wineries. 
 

www.ccaws.net


Membership in AWS is highly encouraged – and imperative if you are a house host for 
insurance reasons.  Cost is $62 annually for 2 household members/$49 for one - via 
website americanwinesociety.org or at 888-297-9070. Annual membership dues for 
CCAWS  remains at just $10 per family. 
 
CCAWS.net is our website for ongoing info – click the “Mobile Schedule-One Tab Button” 
app giving easy access to CCAWS on your mobile device.   
 
MEMBER WINE DISCOUNTS: College Square and Cranberry in Westminster, 
Northwest-140 North of Reisterstown, Main Street Liquors in Hampstead and 
Total Discount in Eldersburg. Have your AWS Membership card handy if asked 
for it. Serpent Ridge Vineyard also offers a discount to CCAWS members for 
wine sales. A tasting is $5.00 and you keep the wine glass. 
http://www.serpentridge.com/  
 

For directions and contact info, see the FULL VERSION at www.ccaws.net 

http://www.serpentridge.com/
www.ccaws.net


 
 

                                               August 2015 
Hi Everyone... 
 
Just back from a Western vacation including winery time in Sonoma, 
Dorothy and Jerry Hampton are now getting ready to host our next tasting 
at their SW Carroll home. Jerry will feature an exciting multi-sensory 

presentation introducing the sights, smells and samplings of South African wines 2PM 
Sunday August. They have requested that you please RSVP only by email (or just click 
RSVP HERE at www.ccaws.net ) by Wednesday August 12th – as always, the earlier the 
better. Please to bring an appetizer/entree/or dessert to share. 
 
The annual CCAWS Summerfest at Grillon's July 19th was it's usual hit! Thank you 
George & Jackie for your hospitality. To avoid the blazing 90+ heat of the day, many 
alternated between their geothermally cooled historic home and the sizzling outdoors. A 
variety of chilled wines and the refreshing pool kept everyone happy. Of course to the 
dismay of all Horseshoe challengers, Leroy couldn't stop pitching ringers! We also 
welcomed new members Richard & Margaret Nicolaus who joined us for the first time. 
           
CCAWS NEWS: 
Several members plan to attend  the 2015 AWS National Conference Nov 5th - 7th at the 
Sheraton Tysons Corner. If you have any interest in attending and have not received 
registration information from AWS it's available on their website. 
 
Although the Carroll County Chapter has it's own very successful scholarship fund in 
place fueled by the Holiday Basket Raffle in December - I want to mention that the AWS 
Educational Foundation will be holding a Silent Auction featuring some amazing wine 
packages at the National Conference. Kelly Horrocks, by the way, is the new “chief of 
our Basket Raffle” and will be talking about it at a future tasting.  
 
Speaking of which, I received email from James “Russ” Moss, the VT grad student and 
recipient of the latest CCAWS $3500 scholarship award – he has been living in New 
Zealand consulting to the wine  industry, but at this time is in the States finishing up his 
two concurrent Masters Degrees at Tech.  He returns “Down Under” for the harvest after 
New Years – meantime while here he plans on attending one of our tastings. 
                                                                                    
COMING UP: 
September 20th, NOTE NEW DATE: The Stewarts and Haslauers present wines of the 
Vaucluse with local AOCs. This will take place at Simone and Peter's.   
October 18th at Charles & Roxanne Hedges, with Mike/Meggin-Chris/Tracy with Wine 
Pairings 
November 15th  will be with Michelle and Bill Sadler - agenda TBD 
December 13th  Our Holiday Champaignfest and Basket Raffle  will be hosted by 
Corynne Courpas with John Landon presenting the bubbly. 
 
 
 

www.ccaws.net


MEMOS: 
We continue to encourage all members to join the American Wine Society – especially 
important for those who are - or intend to be - house hosts because of the AWS 
insurance coverage for local Chapter events. The fee is $62 annually for two household 
members/$49 for one - website  americanwinesociety.org or 888-297-9070. Dues for 
CCAWS remain at just $10.  
 
CCAWS.net is a great source for updates thanks to webmaster Dean Wilson – click the 
“Mobile Schedule-One Tab Button” link for easy access to CCAWS on your mobile device. 
 
Reminder - please do not wear perfume or colognes to the tastings 
 
MEMBER WINE DISCOUNTS: College Square & Cranberry in Westminster,  Main 
Street Liquors, Hampstead, Total Discount, Eldersburg and Northwest Wine and 
Spirits 140 near 795. Have AWS Membership card handy if asked for it. Serpent 
Ridge offers discounts for wine sales. A tasting is $5 and you keep the glass. 
 
 



 
 

                                               September  2015 
Hi Everyone.... 
 
Coming up our final tasting of Summer on Sunday September 20th, 2PM. 
Wrapping up the season with Hosts Peter and Simone Haslauer. Wine 
Hosts for the afternoon LeRoy and Anna Stewart who have been doing a 

lot of researching on this interesting venu which will take us to to the Southeast of 
France as we sample the Wines of Vaucluse (French: vo.klyz) Please RSVP at RSVP HERE 
at www.ccaws.net  by Wednesday Sep 16th – the earlier the better. And, as is the 
custom, please bring an appitizer/entree or dessert to share. 
 
Our thanks to Jerry and Dorothy Hampton for opening the doors of their Eldersburg 
home to our merry band of wine aficionados. The crowd enjoyed Jerry's visual 
presentation highlighting South Africa's wine regions along with the sampling of a good 
selection of white and red wines, plus small side portions of fruits, berries, nuts, 
chocolate, etc each relating to the taste of a particular wine.  Nice touch guys! 
  
WE TASTED:                                                         VOTES 

#1 Warm Up: Colmant Brut Reserve Cap Classique    (15)    FAVORITE WHITE    $24 

#2 Mulderbosch Sauvignon Blanc 2013                     (7)                               $16 
#3 DeMorgenzon Reserve Chenin Blanc 2014            (12)                              $38 
#4 Secateurs Badenhorst Family Red Blend 2012      (12)                              $15 
#5 Hamilton Russel Pinot Noir 2014                          (2)                               $24 
#6 Kanonkop Pinotage  2013                                   (12)                              $45 
#7 Boekenhoutskloof Syrah 2011                             (15)   FAVORITE RED     $70 
 
NEWS & NOTES: 
For those who didn't attend the last tasting, I want to again mention that Russell Moss, 
the latest recipient of our CCAWS Scholarship Fund, will be at Sadlers for the November 
tasting presenting wines of New Zealand where he has lived since 2008 working with 
many vineyards as a consultant. At the moment he is finishing up concurrent graduate 
degrees at Virginia Tech in Verticullture R & D and Wine & Vineyard Development & 
Mangement before returning “Down Under” for the January harvest. 
 
The arrival of Fall will signal the start of our drive to gather gift bottles of wine and 
contributions from members for our CCAWS Scholarship Fund. More on this at upcoming 
tastings.  Kelly Horrocks will be making up gift baskets to be raffled off at the December 
event.  I'm sure Kelly would welcome any volunteers to help out. 
    
Due to unpresidented demand the 2015 AWS National Conference November 5-7 at  
Tysons Corner is full!  If you are one of the 600 members who are registered and still 
need a hotel room contact Diane@americanwinesociety.org. 
                                                                            
 
 

http://www.ccaws.net/


COMING UP: 
 
October 18th tasting will be at the home of Charlie & Roxanne Hedges, with a big team 
effort of  presenters: Mike/Meggin/Chris/Tracy with exciting Wine Pairings. 
November 15th  Bill & Michelle Sadler will House Host with  Russel Moss presenting  
“New Zealand In A Glass – An Intro Into Kiwi Wines.” 
December 13th  ahhhhh! but of course Our Annual Holiday Champaignfest & Basket 
Raffle-this year at Corynne Courpas'. The intrepid and often effervescent John Landon 
will have lots of “Bubbles” for the revelers. 
 
Reminder - please do not wear perfume or colognes to the tastings 
 
MEMBER WINE DISCOUNTS: College Square & Cranberry in Westminster,  Main 
Street Liquors, Hampstead, Total Discount, Eldersburg and Northwest Wine and 
Spirits 140 near 795. Have AWS Membership card handy if asked for it. Serpent 
Ridge offers discounts for wine sales. A tasting is $5 and you keep the glass. 
 



 

                                              October  2015 

 
Hi Everyone... 
 

October has ushered in our first tast of Autumn weather and on 
Sunday the 18th we'll have our initial tasting of the new season. This 
promises to be another exciting event for CCAWS members as Tracy, 
Chris, Mike & Meggin present “An exploration into the challenges of 
pairing Food and Wine.” The team will be talking through courses of a 
sample meal and each featured wine will be presented with a small 
portion of food. First time Househosts Charles and Roseanne Hedges 
are looking forward to welcoming us to their home. Charlie said 
“there's plenty of room and it's ok to park on the grass.” Please RSVP  
by Wednesday the 14th.  As usual, the earlier the better!  This tasting 
will exceed $25 per person – and although a small sample of food will 
be provided with the wine we would still like members to bring a dish 
for the table as usual.   
   

 

Many thanks to the Haslauers for hosting a super September tasting 
with a colorful powerpoint by Simone along with Peter, 
her“producer/director”. And BIG KUDOS to LeRoy Stewart who 
conducted  lengthy research into the VAUCLUSE of SE France  
resulting in his presentation of a selection of awesome wines enjoyed 
by everyone! 
WE TASTED:                      

#1 Warm Up(the only white) Chateau Beauchene Grande Reserve Blanc 2014      $16 

#2 Domaine de Fenouillet Terres Blanches 2006                                                 $19 
                    Beaumes de Venise                                                         
#3 Alain Jaume & Fils Les Valats 2011 Rasteau                                                  $20                                           
#4 Domaine Le Couroulu Cuvee Classique 2010 Vacqueyras                                $27                                          
#5 Domaine Raspail-Ay 2010  Gigondas                                                            $40                                           
#6 Domane Tour Saint-Michel Cuvee des Dexu Soeures 2011                              $50 
              (WINNER) – Chateauneuf du Pape          
#7 Domaine de Paillere et Pied-Gu La Syrah de Penelope 2010                            $56                                          
              (CLOSE SECOND) 
   

 

 



NEWS & NOTES: 
- Congratulations to  Old Westminster Winery 
(www.oldwestminster.com) on winning the Governor's Cup Gold medal 
in the BEST WHITE WINE CLASS for their 2013 Albariño! 
 

-Beginning this month - the annual CCAWS Scholarship Fund will get 
underway during which time we'll be encouraging members to make a 
contribution plus wine donations for the December Basket Raffles – 
more info at the tastings. 
 

  FYI: via Vivino  
- Rosé made a  “big splash” in the U.S. this Summer, especially among 
men who have apparently decided  it's okay to '”drink pink” moving to 
an all time high of 3.1% 

- Sicilian wines taking foothold in EU in 2015 accounting for 9.8% of all 
wines consumed 
 

- New Zealand's consistant and affordable Sauvignon Blanc moved up 
to a new high of 8.58% of all white wine consumed in the U.S.  
                                       
COMING UP: 
November 15th  Sadler's  host with 2015 CCAWS Scholarship Recipient  
Russell Moss presenting  “New Zealand In A Glass – An Intro Into Kiwi 
Wines.” 
December 13th   Our Annual Holiday Champagne Extravaganza & Wine 
Basket Raffle Courpas and Landon with Bubbles! 
January 17st 2016 Wines of Washington State at the home of Eileen & 
Richard Sein 
February 21st   George & Sandy Grillon – Tasting TBD  
March 20th  Jack & Emily Johnston – Annual Business Meeting/Tasting 
TBD 
 

Reminder - please do not wear perfume or colognes to the tastings 
 

MEMBER WINE DISCOUNTS: College Square & Cranberry in 
Westminster,  Main Street Liquors, Hampstead, Total Discount, 
Eldersburg and Northwest Wine & Spirits 140 near 795. Have 
AWS Membership card handy if asked for it. Serpent Ridge 
offers discounts for wine sales. $5 Per tasting and you keep the 
glass. 
 
 

http://www.oldwestminster.com/


 
                                               November -  2015 

 
 
Hi Everyone.. 
 

The months are really ripping by- Autumn colors  fading and soon we'll be talking about 
ice and snow -hopefully not on tasting Sundays! -but perhaps that's wishfull thinking!   
 
Next up-what will doubtlessly turn out of be another awesome learning and tasting 
experience as Russell Moss, our 2015 CCAWS Scholarship winner presents some 
extraordinary wines from New Zealand, where he has lived for several years working the 
vineyards as a wine consultant. Some of these wines, I'm told, are basically unknown 
here in the East. The date is Sunday November 15th – 2PM – at the farm home of Bill 
and Michelle  Sadler. Follow the long driveway off 32 just North of Gamber VFD and 
Mechanicsville Elementary School  Seating will be limited so please RSVP early – 
preferable by email or you can call. 
PLEASE EXPECT AN EMAIL FROM OUR TREASURER JOHN LANDON REGARDING 
ADVANCE PAYMENT  
Lots of excellent feedback on the Oct Food and Wine presentation! Kudos to the super 
team of Mike/Meggan Bareford, Chris/Tracy Koch along with Lynn/Joe Breeding. Their 
hard work resulted in an enjoyable afternoon of food and  fine wines. Also, a big thumbs 
up to Househosts Charles and Roseanne Hedges for providing a wonderful location!

 
WE TASTED:   (thanks to Nan for taking these notes!) 
 Warm Up:  Baron de Breban Rose' – Sparkling            $13 
 Fillaboa Albari 2013                                                  $19                                                    
 Taleia SB/Semillon Blend 2012                                   $46                                                    
 Villa Creek White Blend   2013                                    $32                                                   
 Chateau St. Jean Chardonnay  2013                            $19                                                   
 Milbrandt Merlot 2011                W I N N E R               $27 

  
 
 Domaine Baumard Quarts de Chaume 2010                 $75 
                     
NEWS & NOTES: 
We're again seeking your generious contributions for our yearly CCAWS Scholarship 
Fund drive. Goal: $2500. We are asking members to please contribute a minimum of 
$25 payable to AWSEF. If you're attending Sadlers give checks to me or John Landon 
otherwise send to me. Your contribution qualifies you for the December Wine Basket 
Drawing. Also, dont forget donations of one or two bottles of wine, retailing not less than 
$15, for the wine basket drawings. 
 
Thanks to Kelly Horrocks, Tracy Koch and Becky Wilson who have again volunteered  to 
make up those beautiful Wine baskets, to Mike of College Liquors who has donated a 
Double Mag of Phantom for the raffle and a special shout-out to long time CCAWS 
member Walt Rachele, who is also National Treasurer of the AWSEF for his ongoing work 
with scholarships  and responsible bringing Russell Moss to our attention.  



 
Important:  If you RSVP and have to cancel please be certain to notify the Host. 
If we have unexpected “No Shows” this adversely affects how much wine we 
open and the price members have to ultimately pay for the tasting. Thanks! 
 
COMING UP: 
December 13th  Annual Holiday Champagne Celebration & Wine Basket Raffle  
Corynne Courpas and John Landon Landon with the Bubbles and theBaskets! 
January 17st 2016 Wines of Washington State at the home of Eileen and Richard Sien 
February 21st   George & Jackie Grillion – Tasting TBD  
March 20th  Jack and Emily Johnston – Annual Business Meeting/Tasting TBD 
 
Please do not wear perfume or colognes to the tastings 
 
MEMBER WINE DISCOUNTS: College Square & Cranberry in Westminster,  Main 
Street Liquors, Hampstead, Total Discount, Eldersburg- Have AWS Membership 
card handy if asked for it. Serpent Ridge offers discounts for wine sales. $5 Per 
tasting and you keep the glass. 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
                                               December -  2015 

 
 
To: CCAWS Members 
From: Ron Riley, Chapter Chair 
 
Hi Everyone.. 
Wow! Time for our final tasting of the year - and with the usual flair  as  bursts of 
effervencence hits  the glasses - ahhhhh, but of course – CHAMPAGNE!!!! 
- Plus the annual AWSEF Basket Drawing and Silent Raffle! 
 
A year ago we clicked glasses to the Blosverens in appreciation for their years of 
hosting this  event. Now Corynne Courpas takes over as house host with the 
incomparable JohnLandon presenting on Sunday December 13th. Please RSVP by 
Thursday December 10th  - as  you know, this is always a popular event so "the 
earlier the better" – and for the new members, this is a little more dress-up than 
normal tastings.  Don't forget - bring something tasty for the table to share. 
Possibly a second dish if your are bringing a guest so we don't run out. 
 
See the accompanying email I'm forwarding from John with GREAT NEWS 
regarding last month's pricing and comments on December costs 
  
I'm getting long winded – that's me! -sorry-but I must thank Bill & Michelle 
Sadler on behalf of all who attended for hosting a splendid November tasting at 
their cozy farm home - and of course guest presenter Russell Moss with hands on 
experience in the Kiwi Vineyards, who kept us informed and entertained with his 
unique personal selection of New Zealand Wines - many of which not commonly 
available in U.S. Lots of good member feedback. Photos at ccaws.net – thank you 
Dean! 
 
S   
 
WE TASTED:   
Auburn Bendigo Riesling  2013  $25  WHITE WINE WINNER 
Wairau River Sauvignon Blanc  2014  $18 
The Crossings Sauvignon Blanc 2014  $16 
Craggy Range Kidnappers Vineyard Chard 2012  $23 
Craggy Range Te Kahu BDX Blend 2011  $18 
Felton Road Bannockburn Pinot Noir 2013  $58 
Escarpment Kupe Pinot Noir  2013  $70  RED WINE WINNER 
                                                                                                                                                               
  

dean
Text Box
Public Edition



NEWS & NOTES: 
-Thanks to all who donated wine and/or checks for the scholarship fund  and to 
Kelly,Tracy and Becky for putting together the baskets. Kudos also Mike at 
College Liquors who donated a Double Mag for the silent auction.  
 
Walt Rachele, National Treasurer of AWSEF, will be available with his "official 
credit card reader" at the silent auction to help you spend your money ;-) 
 
-Time to re-up Membership Dues after January 1st for both AWS and CCAWS 
 
-Also...FYI New year-round tasting room just opened at Old Westminster Winery. 
Check their website or Facebook.   Support our Carroll County Wineries! 
   
COMING UP: 
January 17 2016  Eileen and Richard Sien in Eldersburg –Washington State Wines 
-Great Idea!!  
February 21  Grillions near Taneytown - Robt Horrocks Presenting/TBD  
March 20     Johnstons -Annual Business Meeting/Tasting TBD 
April 17       Prevostos - Hampstead  TBD 
 
MEMBER WINE DISCOUNTS: College Square & Cranberry in Westminster, 
MainStreet Liquors, Hampstead, Total Discount, Eldersburg-Have AWS 
Membership card handy Serpent Ridge offers discounts for wine sales.   
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