May 2026 Newsletter

PUBLIC EDITION — Go to www.ccaws.net for the complete version.

To: Members and friends of the Carroll County, MD Chapter of the American Wine Society
From: Becky Wilson, former Chair, and Dean Wilson, Webmaster.

Greetings all! It’s aaaaalmost warm, I think the last frost threat is behind us, but I’'m not
placing any bets with my money. Speaking of money, I’'m loving that utility bill, eh?

Tasting Schedule

We are always looking for future events. If you are interested in serving as a house or wine host, please
reach out to Bill at [the Chairperson link on ccaws.net] and we can set that up!
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April Review
Thanks go to Dottie and Dale Piper for house hosting Dan Reppe’s Al-enhanced and very entertaining
presentation of Rioja wines! Here is Nan’s tally (Thanks, Nan!):

Rioja
Wine R(?tall Wine Votes
Price $
2024 Latitud 42 Rioja Rosado - Tempranillo $14 Zip
2022 La Tercera Rioja Joven - Tempranillo $10 1
2018 Bodegas LAN Rioja Reserva - Blend $22 5
2020 Asua Rioja Reserva - Blend $30 2
2019 La Rioja Alta Vina Ardanza $45 6 — Winner
2018 Asua Gran Reserva - Tempranillo $40 2
Special Entry: 2004 Urbina Gran Reserva Especial Tempranillo $101 Not voted

A great tasting presentation by Dan, which included a bottle of 2004 Urbina Gran Reserva Especial
Tempranillo from the collection of John Pardoe, which he bought in 2005. Opened it just in time, in my
opinion, it was delicious!

May Preview

And speaking of Dan, he and Kristi will house-host for Loew’s Vineyards. Rachel Lipman will be
presenting some wines not presented at their last visit. A reputable leak sneaked out some clues: Rosé,
Chardonnay, a Red Wine Blend, Merlot and (maybe my favorite varietal) Petit Verdot! And something
called Savi... mysterious...

Announcement from Loew Vineyards.
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Word has it that, although they hosted our August 2025 meeting, this presentation will be made up of all
different wines.
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RSVP!

PLEASE RSVP, even if you cannot attend, by reply to this email, to Dan at [the RSVP links at
ccaws.net]. RSVPs are important both ways, whether you can or cannot attend, as the number of expected
attendees helps manage costs for the group. When we save money, the cost of tastings goes down for you.

Pep Team

Robert Horrocks is leading our “Pep Team” to promote membership in the group. Thanks to all who
showed interest, but we’re keeping the team down to five: Dean Wilson, Becky Wilson, Tracy Koch and
Dan Reppe. Of course, we still want to hear any feedback or suggestions from all members. Or non-
members!

New Membership Brochure

Along that line, our new Membership Brochure is being printed as I write, but you (or anyone) can see it
online on our website HERE. Or visit our CCAWS website, click on the Documents button on the top
menu, and scroll down a way to find it.

Copies will be distributed to key prospects and appropriate venues. Let us know if you see a need.
Or you may print out your own, or share the link below with anyone:

CCAWS Membership Brochure

https://www.ccaws.net/index_htm_files/CCAWS Membership%20Brochure_Tri-Fold MS 2026 v3.5.pdf
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Chapter and AWS Dues

Chapter dues are only $10 per household, payable to CCAWS. You can pay John Landon in person at the
tasting or mail it to him at: [the address found on the Membership Brochure at ccaws.net].

National AWS dues are as follows:
For one person - $59 (for 1 year); $159 (for 3 years)
For two people at the same address - $89 (for 1 year); $239 (for 3 years).
Other options are available, too.

To pay national AWS dues online, go to http://americanwinesociety.org/join-now/ to join or renew your
membership.

Please keep in mind AWS requires that everyone who participates in AWS activities, which includes
local chapter tastings, must be AWS members. Non-members and guests can only attend two times
per year.

Member Wine Discounts

NEW: Both Paradiso and Fiamata restaurants in Carroll County offer “Half Price Wine Bottle
Wednesdays”

(Fiamata has Tuesdays half-price bottles posted too, but recently posted on Facebook “...on certain
selections” )

The following establishments offer discounts to AWS members (don’t forget to show your card):
e College Square Liquors, Westminster

Cranberry Liquors, Westminster

Jeannie Bird Baking Company, Westminster

Main Street Liquors, Hampstead

The Wine Post, Glyndon

Total Discount Liquors, Eldersburg

Keymar Winery, Keymar

Serpent Ridge, Westminster

Find Us!

Our Facebook page: Carroll County Chapter of the American Wine Society n

Our website: CCAWS.net
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