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January 2026 Newsletter

To: Members and friends of the Carroll County, MD Chapter of the American Wine Society
From: Becky Wilson, former Chair, and Dean Wilson, Webmaster.

Happy New Year, everybody!

Here’s hoping everyone had a splendid Holiday season, with lots of delicious food and joyful
but sensible imbibery! After a recent brutal cold snap, it now feels like refrigerator-grade
temperatures like 40°F are totally acceptable. How our perceptions drift!

Call for HOSTS!

Yes, I’'m switching it up, it’s sad. The elephant in the room belongs on page 1. We need hosts desperately! Please contact
Bill Sadler at [the Chairperson link on ccaws.net] to volunteer to House host or Wine host in the coming months. See the
2026 schedule below. If a week doesn’t work for vou. let Bill know. and some changes are possible.

Tasting Schedule
We are always looking for future events. If you are interested in serving as a house or wine host, please
reach out to Bill at [the Chairperson link on ccaws.net] and we can set that up!

Month House Host Wine Host Theme
January
1/18/2026 = X X
February ] —
2/15/2026 T. Mangan D. Wilson Beaujolais
March 0 R ;
3/15/2026 ! ! ?
April 0 R ;
4/19/2026 :
May 0 ) ,
5/17/2026 !
June 0 ) ;
6/21/2026 !
July 0 ) ;
7/19/2026 ‘
August 0 ) )
8/16/2026 ‘
September 0 ) ;
9/20/2026 ‘
October 0 ) ;
10/18/2026 :
November 0 ) ;
11/22/2026 :
December 0 ) ;
12/13/2026 :
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December Recap

Our holiday gala, the “Bubbly Soirée” hosted by Bill Sadler and Nan Slick at Corynne Courpas’ lovely
home was a smash! A great turnout, too, as the holiday gathering often provides, despite deftly dodging
a wintry bullet of a morning snowfall. A great sparkly array of delicious Champagne and
Champagnoises flowed and glistened in our flutes! Not to mention fine dishes from so many members!
A warm thanks to all members in attendance, and guests, John and Carolyn, Pat, Cheryl, Melanie, and
Kat!
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Eight to the bar! o

Newlyweds!
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And here’s the scoreboard:

Wine Retail Price Wine Votes

Caliveda Sparkling Brut, NV $15 2 votes
Loew Chaya $36 0 votes
Jacqueline Leonne Brut, NV $19 1 vote
Jacqueline Leonne Rose, NV $20 0 votes
Chapel Down Brut, NV $59 6 votes

Mailly Brut Reserve Grand Cru Champagne $45 8 votes winner
Champagne Marie de Moy Grand Cru $50 3 votes
Champagne Marie de Moy Brut Vintage 2013 $65 7 votes
Schramsberg Blanc de Blancs Vintage 2021 $38 2 votes

The prices are retail, not discounted.
Prices are for 7501 bottle, unless noted otherwise.

And There Were Baskets!

Our AWSEF fundraising baskets went to:

Joe and Lynn Breeding
Charles and Roseanne Hedges
Tammy Mangan

Dan Reppe

John Pardoe

Congratulations to our 2025 Basket Winners, deep gratitude to all of this year’s donors,
and especially to those who entered the Silent Auction baskets! And a huge shout-out for all the hard work
and shopping skills to our basket coordinators, Kelly Horrocks and Tracy Koch!
Your generosity goes to a fine cause, the American Wine Society Education Fund. But this latest boost has
enabled yet another scholarship, yet to be awarded! Our next G. Hamilton Mowbray Memorial Scholarship
(if ’'m not mistaken) will be titled In Memory of Bill Eisberg and in Honor of Barbara Eisberg.

A summary of all of our AWSEF donations totals $32,000! The list below shows them all so far:
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2023

2022

2020

2017

2015

2012

2011

2009

2006

2004

Student
Name

Meredith
Persico

Bernadette
Gagnier

Andreanne
Hebert-
Hache

Jaclyn Fiola

James Moss

Misha
Kwasniewski

Claire
Heinitz

Martha R.
Bajek

Vinay Pagay

Ashley
Myers

Institution

Pennsylvani
a State
University

Washington
State
University

Brock
University
(Ontario,
Canada)

Ohio State
University

Virginia Tech
University

Cornell
University

University of
California-
Davis

Brock
University
(Ontario,
Canada)

Cornell
University

North
Carolina
State
University

PUBLIC EDITION — Go to www.ccaws.net for the complete version.

$3,500

$3,500

$3,500

$3,500

$3,500

$3,500

$3,000

$3,000

$2,500

$2,500

Thesis Research

How heatwaves in late summer and fall
affect the environmental cues necessary
for grapevine dormancy induction and
winter cold tolerance

Understanding the physiological
differences between different cold
tolerant V. vinifera cultivars, clones, and
rootstocks

Studying vineyard soil health and
fertility, the impact of soil factors on vine
growth, cold hardiness, and fruit
composition

Evaluating several nitrogen management
schemes and assessing their outcomes
on physiological parameters of the vine,
as well as grape and wine chemistry

Persistence of elemental sulfur when
applied to grapes as a fungicide and its
impact on wine quality

The genetics of salt tolerance in the
southwest germplasm

Individual differences in the way we
perceive a wine's taste, aroma, and
astringency

Physiology of Grape Ripening and
Methods to Reduce Maturation
Variability in Red Varietals

Pierce’s Disease of Grapevines

Scholarship Name

Carroll County (MD), G. Hamilton
Mowbray Memorial Scholarship, In
Memory of Carmen Blosveren and In
Honor of Richard Blosveren

Carroll County (MD), G. Hamilton
Mowbray Memorial Scholarship in
Memory of Max and Ann White

Carroll County (MD), G. Hamilton
Mowbray Memorial Scholarship in
Memory of Peter Haslauer

Carroll County, MD/G. Hamilton Mowbray
Scholarship:
In Honor of Becky and Dean Wilson

Carroll County, MD — G. Hamilton
Mowbray Scholarship in Honor of Richard
& Carmen Blosveren

Carroll County (MD) AWS Chapter/G.
Hamilton Mowbray Scholarship in
Memory of Bill Brown

Carroll County AWS Chapter/G. Hamilton
Mowbray Scholarship in honor of Jack and
Emily Johnston

Carroll County (MD), G. Hamilton
Mowbray Memorial Scholarship in
Memory of Joe and Nattie Woods

Carroll County (MD), G. Hamilton
Mowbray Memorial Scholarship in
Memory of Al Kacsur

Carroll County (MD) In Memory of H.
Mowbray
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January Preview

Sorry, nothing to see here — We will see you in February, though!

(Wah Wah!)

Many thanks to all the volunteers who have recently stepped up to host! We still need to fill the 2026
schedule, so please see if you can fill any openings!

Chapter and AWS Dues

Chapter dues are only $10 per household, payable to CCAWS. You can pay John Landon in person at the
tasting or mail it to him at: [the address found on the Membership Brochure at ccaws.net].

National AWS dues are as follows:
For one person - $59 (for 1 year); $159 (for 3 years)
For two people at the same address - $89 (for 1 year); $239 (for 3 years).
Other options are available, too.

To pay national AWS dues online, go to http://americanwinesociety.org/join-now/ to join or renew your
membership.

Please keep in mind AWS requires that everyone who participates in AWS activities, which includes
local chapter tastings, must be AWS members. Non-members and guests can only attend two times
per year.

Member Wine Discount
NEW: Both Paradiso and Fiamata restaurants in Carroll County offer “Half Price Wine Bottle
Wednesdays”
(Fiamata has Tuesdays half-price bottles posted too, but recently posted on Facebook “...on certain
selections”

The following establishments offer discounts to AWS members (don’t forget to show your card):
e College Square Liquors, Westminster

Cranberry Liquors, Westminster

Jeannie Bird Baking Company, Westminster

Main Street Liquors, Hampstead

The Wine Post, Glyndon

Total Discount Liquors, Eldersburg

Find Us!

Our Facebook page: Carroll County Chapter of the American Wine Society n

Our website: CCAWS.net
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