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December 2025 Newsletter

To: Members and friends of the Carroll County, MD Chapter of the American Wine Society
From: Becky Wilson, former Chair, and Dean Wilson, Webmaster.

Greetings, all!

Ok, fall’s done, that was quick. Moving on, here come the dark ages again. But [ must
concede, as many of you actually enjoy donning hats, mitts, boots, wool, scarfs, parkas, skis
and Thinsulate™. I’m just glad for our remote start with heated seats.

November Recap

November’s tasting was themed “Thanksgiving Wines: Not the Usual Suspects” hosted by Steve and
Theresa Prevosto and presented by Bill Sadler and Nan Slick. A wild and wide variety of wines were
spread out over the flight, followed by delicious fall-appropriate dishes from so many members! Thanks
to all!

And here’s the scoreboard:

Wine Retail Price Wine Votes

(Warm Up) San Vito Frascati DOC, Italy 2023 $5.49 2 votes
Casa Velha Douro White Blend, Portugal 2024 $9.99 11 votes White

Winner
Val Do Sosego Albarino, Rias Baixas, Spain 2024 $19.99 10 votes

Paul D Zweigelt Rose, Austria 2024 $15.99/liter Winner Rose!
River Road Pinot Meunier, California 2023 $24.99 16 votes

Winner Red
Laurent Delaunay Les Grappillages Gamay, Morgon France, 2023 $23.99 6 votes

Quinta das Carvalhas 10 Year Tawny Port, Portugal $32.99 Winner Port/Dessert

The prices are retail, not discounted.
Prices are for 7501 bottle, unless noted otherwise.
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December Preview

The next tasting is:
Sparkling Bubbly!

Hoopla and exuberance are welcome (responsibly, of course,) and while there is no dress code, you can’t
overdue it! There will be educational tasting with presentations, but the vibe will be Holiday Festivities all
‘round after. And of course, the Baskets. More on these later! Unfortunately, we could not provide an all-
Champagne lineup, but even still, there will be wonderful bubblies to drink and it may cost about $40 - $45
per person.

A Toast to Bill Eisberg

Bill Eisberg would be disappointed if we failed to celebrate the day appropriately, and we will have a toast
of cheer during the meeting.

Sunday, December 14™ at 2 PM

If you can attend, please RSVP as soon as you are able via the website, ccaws.net or RSVP by clicking
Reply All to this email with how many are attending.

[See the RSVP links at ccaws.net]

Thanks again to all the recent volunteers who have recently stepped up to host! We are still looking to fill
the 2026 schedule, so see if you can fill any openings! There will be a sheet where you can roll up to house
host, or wine host. Please do so, we need to get things scheduled for 2026!
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There Will Be Baskets!

The Champagne Gala is also the venue for our annual fundraiser, Baskets. By now, all basket
donations are in, and Kelly Horrocks and Tracy Koch have been busy elves hammering away at the
baskets for our raffles at the December Champagne Gala at Corynne Courpas’

So bring those checkbooks to bid on our Silent Auction Donation Basket that Becky and | are
donating. Itis an Argentine-themed basket of snacks, goodies, trinkets and of course, wines!

Here’s how the silent auction works:

A sheet will be available near the basket with a number of lines.

The bottom line (hopefully yours) is where you write your name in one column and your bidding price
in the next. To win, your bid must outbid the one above. The highest bidder of the evening wins! The
winner writes a check made out to AWSEF for that amount, and it is yours, should you win. If you
didn’t get to donate in time for the raffle baskets, here’s your chance to still take home some loot!

All baskets won will be taken away. No baskets will remain unless Corynne wins . Ifyou wish to
trade or donate to someone else, that’s fine, but they must leave the premises, please.

Baskets (or maybe crates, buckets, barrels, pails, tubs, skillets, whatever, etc.) are expected to
return for recycling next year by November 2026, so no rush.
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Chapter and AWS Dues

Chapter dues are only $10 per household, payable to CCAWS. You can pay John Landon in person at the
tasting or mail it to him at: [the address found on the Membership Brochure at ccaws.net].

National AWS dues are as follows:
For one person - $59 (for 1 year); $159 (for 3 years)
For two people at the same address - $89 (for 1 year); $239 (for 3 years).
Other options are available, too.

To pay national AWS dues online, go to http://americanwinesociety.org/join-now/ to join or renew your
membership.

Please keep in mind AWS requires that everyone who participates in AWS activities, which includes
local chapter tastings, must be AWS members. Non-members and guests can only attend two times
per year.

Member Wine Discount
NEW: Both Paradiso and Fiamata restaurants in Carroll County offer “Half Price Wine Bottle
Wednesdays”
(Fiamata has Tuesdays half-price bottles posted too, but recently posted on Facebook “...on certain
selections” (Sorry, Dan!)

The following establishments offer discounts to AWS members (don’t forget to show your card):
College Square Liquors, Westminster

Cranberry Liquors, Westminster

Jeannie Bird Baking Company, Westminster

Main Street Liquors, Hampstead

The Wine Post, Glyndon

Total Discount Liquors, Eldersburg

Find Us!

Our Facebook page: Carroll County Chapter of the American Wine Society

Our website: CCAWS.net
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Call for HOSTS!

Summer 2025 is almost over! We need hosts desperately! Please contact Bill Sadler at
bill.sadler@nyu.edu to volunteer to House host or Wine host in the coming months. See the 2025
schedule below. If a Sunday doesn’t work for you, let Bill know, and some changes are possible.

Tasting Schedule
We are always looking for future events. If you are interested in serving as a house or wine host, please
reach out to Bill at [the Chairperson link on ccaws.net] and we can set that up!

Month House Host Wine Host Theme
2025
January
14942025 SNOWED OUT SNOWED-OUT SNOWED OUT
Nan-Shek-and
Eebruary Tammy :
2/16/2025 Mangan GuestSpeaker: Halyvs—Franee
Al
March .
3/16/2025 Hampton Hampton Srtih
Vineyard
Aprit .
4272025 Bipor Sadler Seuth Africa
May . .
5/18/2025 Reppe Pipers Wines of Puglia, Italy
June ] : p ot
6/15/2025 Breeding D-Wilson National Tasting-Project:
Fuly
LoevwVinevards
Lee Stewart-with-
September & ,
9/21/2025 Reppe Guest-Speaker:
: Not-thestate-the-countryl)
Gary Griggs
Oetober
104192025 Herrocks Horroeks Catoctin Breeze
Nevember P Stick Sad} Shoalmasiebas s dn e
HA6/2025 Notthe Usual Suspeets
December . .
12/14/2025 Corynne Courpas Sadler Sparkling Wine Gala
2026
January 0 ) ;
1/18/2026 ) ! ?
February T. Mangan ? 9
2/15/2026 - viang - .
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