
Carroll County Chapter of  
The American Wine Society  
 
The Carroll County Chapter of the American Wine 
Society is one of 5 Chapters in the Washington/ 
Baltimore/ Frederick area. 
 
Our chapter holds tastings monthly, usually at the 
homes of our members, and usually on the third 
Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m. 

 
The American Wine Society is a national nonprofit 
educational organization with over 5000 members. 
We sponsor or participate in local events. AWS 
members serve as wine judges in amateur wine 
competitions, demonstrate 
wine-making techniques and teach 
seminars about wine tasting. 

 
The National organization, The American Wine 
Society, founded in 1967, produces a quarterly 
Journal and Newsletter, technical manuals, 
videos, vintage charts and other publications.  
 
The annual National Conference is a three-day 
event featuring an amateur wine competition, 
sessions on wine and food pairing, winemaking, 
viticulture and many other wine-related topics. 
 
National AWS membership is required for 
members house-hosting meetings. 
 
 

 

Carroll County Chapter Activities 

Our monthly meetings cover a wide spectrum of 
wines and wine aspects, along with a bit of fun, but 
always education 

 

Our mantra is: 

“Promoting appreciation of wine through education” 

To this end, we seek to explore all types of wines and 
related aspects, such as 

• Wine Varietals (breeds of grape) 

• Terroir (effects of soil and location 

• Climate (weather, seasons solar exposure) 

• Culture (people and local wine tradition and 
styles. 

 

 

On occasion, we have wine professionals guest-host 
our sessions, often with exotic, hard-to-find wines. 
We discuss and taste all kinds of wine varietals from 
A to Z: 

• Agiorgitiko to Zweigelt 
Regions from all over the world 

• Sweden to Peru 
Of course, we also taste  

• Blends 
• Vertical comparisons 

o (same wine over different years) 
• Different wine styles 

o Reds  
o Whites 
o Rosés 
o Sparkling 
o And, if you’re as intrigued as we 

are, faulted: 

 

There is always something more to learn with every 
sip. 

In July, we enjoy a more laid-back, casual, kid-
friendly pool party, with barbecue, burgers, 
charcuterie, horseshoes, golf, fun, and of course, 
wine. Attendees are encouraged to bring their own 
wine to share. 

 

 



Chapter Meeting Activities 
 
A typical meeting starts with chapter news and 
discussion, then the formal educational tasting flight 
of 5 – 7 wines.  
 
 

 

 

The wines are then scored and ranked by a vote of the 
group for favorites. 

 

The prices of the wines are withheld until after voting, 
followed by a cocktail party of the wines tasted to be 
enjoyed with shared dishes from other group 
members in a social atmosphere. 

 

The cost of each tasting is typically $25 - $30, with 
advance notice announced if a special tasting will 
exceed this. (The December Champagne Gala is an 
exception, usually with higher cost, due to the nature 
of the wines presented. 
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Additional Benefits  
 
CCAWS members enjoy discounts from local 
beverage stores (please present your membership 
card): 
• College Square Liquors, Westminster  
• Cranberry Liquors, Westminster 
• Jeannie Bird Baking Company, Westminster 
• Main Street Liquors, Hampstead 
• The Wine Post, Glyndon 
• Total Discount Liquors, Eldersburg 
• Serpent Ridge, Westminster 
• Keymar Winery, Keymar 
National membership also has additional discount 
benefits.  (Visit Americanwinesociety.org) 

 
For information on membership, 
contact us via email at  

Wine@CCAWS.net 

Or visit our website, 

www.CCAWS.net 

Or fill out this form with a check for $10. 
payable to “CCAWS” and mail it to: 

CCAWS 
17 Ridge Road 
Westminster, MD 21157 

Name: ______________________________ 

Street: ______________________________ 

City: ________________ State: _____ 

Zip: ____________ 

Phone: ______________________________ 

Email address: 

______________________________________ 

CARROLL 
COUNTY 

 

 
CHAPTER OF THE 

 

AMERICAN WINE SOCIETY 

 

CARROLL COUNTY, MARYLAND 

Visit our website:  
www.CCAWS.net 

 

Email us at: 

Wine@CCAWS.net 
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